1.THE INTRODUCTION
​The introduction discusses the rapid change and integration of digital technology, such as Facebook, YouTube, and Twitter, into modern society. It highlights the current generation of teenagers, the "iGen," as "digital natives" who are highly connected and have grown up with easy access to technology and the Internet. The paper notes that while internet addiction was a concern a few years ago, smartphone addiction has recently become a more serious problem, especially in education. Smartphones are defined as the new generation of mobile phones with computer functions, multimedia features, and customization options, making social communication platforms and games especially popular.  
​
2. PAPER NAME AND AUTHOR(S)
​Paper Name: Smartphones' Effects on Academic Performance of Higher Learning Students. A Case of Ruaha Catholic University - Iringa, Tanzania.  
​Author(s): Lusekelo Kibona and Gervas Mgaya.  

​3. THE PROBLEM STATEMENT
​The core problem addressed is the increasing issue of smartphone abuse leading to addiction among students in Tanzania?
 This addiction, particularly to applications like WhatsApp, Twitter, and Facebook, is becoming problematic for most students, whether at a higher or lower level of learning.
4. THE OBJECTIVES
​Main Objective (General Objective)
​The primary aim of the study was to find out the impact of smartphones on academic performance of higher learning students.  
​Specific Objectives 
I. To identify how students at Ruaha Catholic University (RUCU) are using their smartphones.  
II. ​To determine the key contributors toward academic performance and smartphone usage or addiction.  
III. ​To Investigate the usage of social communication platforms (like WhatsApp, Twitter, Facebook) by students and the time spent on them.  
IV. ​Assess the level of smartphone addiction among higher learning students.  
5.THE GAP OF THE PAPER
​The explicit research gap is stated as: “no research has been conducted to find out why the academic performance of students are degrading (or becoming poor) day to day” in the local context of Tanzania.  
​This study aims to fill that void by exploring the reasons behind the poor academic performance among students at Ruaha Catholic University (RUCU).  


