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Hilson (2002) found that artisanal and small-scale mining is an important source of livelihood in developing countries, especially where formal employment is limited. However, the study highlighted serious problems such as unsafe working conditions, environmental degradation, and weak regulation.

Bridge (2004) examined mining investment and showed that although mining contributes to economic growth, the benefits are often unevenly distributed. Local communities frequently experience environmental damage and receive limited economic gains due to weak governance.

Bebbington et al. (2008) focused on mining-related conflicts and concluded that disputes commonly arise from poor governance, land ownership issues, and unequal sharing of mining benefits. The study emphasized the need for transparency and community participation to achieve sustainable mining development.
